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THE *FOURTH CAXY, 1820-18593

THE ARKWRIGHT OAKS

G. Downs—Rose




THE ARKWRIGHT CAKS

Four oak trees stood in fields inside the trackway of the old Great Central
Railway loop line on the proposed site for the new village of Arkwright
Town. In April 1993 the trees were cui down as part of the preparation of
the site. One was 172 years old. This is a note on their history,so far as
it has been traced.

'MAP 1', See Cover, is taken from the 1876 25—-inch Ordnance Survey, Sheet
XXV,8. It shows the fields on the north side of the A632 Chesterfield -
Bolscover Road as they were 20 years before old Arkwright Town was built,
The positions of the four cak itrees at thal time are marked on the Map. They
were part of two field hedges.

Older maps tell us more about the fields. In 1766 they were part of the
church glebe: thai is,land set aside in the parish to provide income for the
church minister,{Under the 1lordship of Welbeck Abbey,the manor of
Duckmanton had a church and vicar from 1i87.1 In 1766,Field '[al' on the
map, of 7 acres,was named 'Parson's Near Moor Close', and the one marked
*Ibl', B8 scras, was named 'Parsen's Far Moor Clese'. The four oak frees did
not exist at the time of the 1766 Map, for a count of the rings in the trunk
of the oldest shows it began life in 1820,

n 1837,a survey was made of the land in the parish to establish how much
and thers was so that a tithe could be levied cn the rental value and paid
by the land-owner and fenants. On the Sutfon—cum-BDuckmanion Tithe Map, our
two fields are named 'Great Moor Close (Glebe)' and 'Little Moor Close
(Glebe)'. After the Survey they ceased to be church lands and were tenanted
in the normal way by a local farmer.
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So the two fields remained unchanged in size from at least as early as 1766
until the loop line was built to link the old Great Ceniral Railway's
Sheffield to Nottingham line with the Chesterfield t{c Lincola line on which
Arkwright GStation steced. When the lecop was built in 1905-1807 it cut
through the two old fields, as shown on 'MAP 2' 6 Page 2. The new village of
Arkwright Town is being bullt inside the northern part of the loop,and the
fields will disappear. '

We Xnow from the 1786 Map that the fields had hedges at that ftime. In
fact, the ages of t! rther back,te the time when that part
of Duckmenton Moor was divided up so that farmers could cultivale what had
previously been waste and woodland. This enclosurs of the land occurred in
medieval times,and the names 'Moor’and 'Close' appear in many of the old

field names on Duckmanton Moor.

was usually pianted for hedging when the land was enclosed
deterred the «cattle and sheep from straying. But over
les in fact,other trees greaw up in the hedgerows and became part




2 .' H\‘\\__
edduckinanton  fron
Ve, JWorks

Disused |
aaJOid Shy

el (e

s =
[N
3
N
ey
7 o
il e e

£ 41 H‘-

ik

Sewage |Works
(Cheate
H.D.

mnfon

! e
Rt
? I’]If?ﬂ
o
2 (ﬁﬂl.“— t%.:;am’grli ' b L_V
2 uRclipn ‘p
i N L L
\ 5 ; il B %%&ﬂg
T = drlmﬁ-.&j‘{
\ \ \Juﬂa‘m
B

;‘-}‘.3'-?"m‘k‘?lﬁkﬁ_l.']‘_rr_.f.u.'r:_lgl;{l%:BT‘I{ F‘:" e

G5 S

i
|

al

MAP 2
of them. Some trees were allowed to grow to maturity because of the value
of their wood, especially ocak, ash and beech trees whose timbers were prized
by builders, carpenters and joiners. This was probably the case with the four

cak trees in the glebe-land hedgerows. Then, for some reason, when they
reached maturity, they were lefi untouched.

The hedgerows where the oaks grew were grubbed out after the Sutton Estale
Sale in 1918 and, for a time, coppiced-wood fencing may have replaced them,
for wrought-iron fencing nails were found in the boles of the trees when
they were cut down. The three trees which stood in a row, and the lone oak,
survivor frem the other hedge, were examined, photographed and measured by
the writer in the summer of 1992. The trunks and some branches had been
damaged by disease and,or lightaing. The fourth tree was in very good
condition. It stood foriy-eight feet high and had a spread of nearly sixty
feet. This is the trse whose rings were counted, after it was felled in
1983, to esitablish its age— 172 years
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Beneath the ground on which the oak stood were seams, or 'rakes' of iron
ore, and seams of coal, the reascn for the medieval and late
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Moor. When this tree began life in 1820, the Adelphi Ironworks,only 300 yards
away, were producing 900 tons of cast iron each year, and continued to do so
for another 25 years.At its closure, some of the works buildings were
turned into Works Farm.

,the Staveley Coal & Iron Company leased the whole of the minerals
d he Sutton Scarsdale Estate and sank 'he Markham collieries between

883 and 1887. In 1897 the company prepared to build old Arcwrlg“u Town to

house the families of its miners. The itree was a youthful seventy-seven
ear L

-parents of today's Arkwright Town children may remember

ie fields where the old oaks stood, and having 'pretend picnics'
heir branches. A few may remember a sunny Saturday when a score or
e 'Ramblers' - the new ksep-fit movement of the 1830's economic
ook a rest under the trees. They will ceriainly remember how
@' Roach,who started a road haulage business at Arkwright
1ens in the field and a gun to scare off the foxes.
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In 1938, when the fourth oak tree was approaching early middle-age (118
years) a small drift mine was sunk opposite Nursery Farm. During the 1938-
45 War, the trees escaped damage from the bombs which were dropped nearby to
the north of the old village. In 1947 all the coal mines passed into public
ownership; the coal companies and mineral owners were compensated by the tax
payers. Arkwright Colliery prospered and had a 1ife of fifty years. It
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osed in 1988 and there followed the methane scare which led to t
decision to move the village. Otherwise the tree would have survived until
the few deep mines which remain go back to private ownership.
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Fortunately, the 'fourth' tree will not be forgotten. Imn 1992 British Coal

Opencast at the request of the 'Back To The Future Group' prom mise

a slice taken from its trunk to Arkwright School. When the sli has been

seasoned, and its surface polished, ils annular rings will be clearly seen
and will be marked with the dates of important local and national

events, such as those mentioned above. So,as a 'history book' this 172-year
1d tree will survive to remind future generations of Arkwright children
of the community's history and iis rural environment.

G. Downs—Rose 28. 4. 93



