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THE ARKIIRIGTIT CAKS

Four oak t.ees stood in flelds inside the ira.kuay of ihe oLd L'eat Central
Rail.way loop line on the proposed site lor the ne!, village or Arkwright
Town, In April 1993 the trees t,ere cut do$/n as part of the preparation of
the sit--, One Bas 172 years o1d. This is a rote'ro thel. histo.y,so far as
it has been t.aced.

' l,1 P 1r. See Cover, is taken fron l\e 1A76 25 inch Ordnan.e Sll.eey, Sheet
XXV,8. Tir shows the fields on ihe north side of r"he 4632 Chesterfield
Bolso'./e. Road as ihey qere 20 years befo.e old A.ksriShi To'",n was built,
The positio,rs of the fou. odk L.ees at that l:fle are mdrked on the Xap.They
{ere part ol trTo fieid hedges.

01de. oaps tell us nore about ihe fle:r.ds. In r766 they iJere part of the
cllu.ch glebe: that is,laari set asiCe in the parish to provtde incone for the
church $:nisier. t ilnder the lordship of !/el beck Abbey, the nanor of
Duckmanton had a chu.ch and eica. f.on 1187, I in l766,Fie1d 'tal' on the
Eap, ol 7 ac.es, !,,as naeed !Parson!s Near Moor Close', and the ore marked
'tbl',6 -c.es, lres niraed 'Parson's Far lloor Close', The four oak:rees did
nct cxlst at tne t:ne of the 1766 I'lap, for d colrnt of the rings in the trunk
of t,he oldest shows it began life in 1820.

ID 1337,a su.vey lras rade of the land in ihe pa.ish to establish hors Iluch
idnd there eas 6.) thaL a tithe could be levieC oll ihe renial ealue and paid
b}, lhD land-owner and tenBnts. On the Sut t ofl-cuD-Ducknant on Tithe l,{ap, our
tl,o fields are nafled 'Great Moo. Close (Glebe)' and 'I-ittle F,oor Close
(clebe)'. Aater the Su.vey they ceased io b! church lands and lrere tenanted
in the no.f,ai $ray by a 1ocal farner.

So lhe lwo field6 renained unchen8ed in size from ai least as early as 1766
untii the loop line was built to link the 01d Greai Central Rai l*ay's
Sheftield to ottinghao line l,ith the Chesterfield to Lincoln liae on k'hich
A.k'rright Sta:ion stood. Vhen Lhe loop qa.j built in 19C5-1907 it D'rt
ihrough ilte :.,ro ohd fier.ds,ds shoqm oD'M,{P 2'.Page 2, The new vi,rlase of
Arka.i8hl Tlrlln is being built inside the northe.n parl of ihe loop, and the

IrI€ kFn:r ..o& lhe i756 ]{ap thaa the lield5 hai hedges al that tin€, In
factr the ages 6f tle iieids So nuch fa.ther back, to the tine lhen that part
oi 0uckDant,ra i{oor lras di"ided up so ihat ta.flers c r-Ld cllliivate,hat had
pre"isusly been waste ani l,Joodland. This eoclosr]re oi the land occurred in
nedieval !j.me:5, an.j the naaes 'llocr'and 'Close' atpear in Eaxy of the o1d
fi.:1d nanes on Du.knarton 1loo..

ilai,r"ha.ne !!a:t usrrel ll
because il .lete.rad
I ime, ce..tLt.ies in idcL,

plianted fo. hed3tng "rhEn the land wds encloseo
the caLtle and sheep fron st.ayin8. 3nt over
othe. t.ees grew Dp in lhe hedgeross and becane pari
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of tttem. Sore t.ees sere allo\red to 8.oe to daturii)/ because of the value
of thei. ,ood, especially oak, aGh alld beech trees ehose i:inbel.s aere Prized
bt b{ilders,.arpenters and joine.s. This 'rias probably the case ',.ith ihe four
oak trees in the 8lebe land heCseroe.s. Thenr for so&e reason, !,tten they
reached naturity, they $ere lert untouched,

The hedgeross where the oaks grelJ Bere g.ubbed out after ihe SLltton Estate
Sale in l9l9 ard, fo. a Lire, coilpiced-lrood f€nc;nE may have .eplaced theD,
ior grougbt iron fencing nails s?ete found in lhe boies of the trees ahen
they we.e cut dot,n- The lhree t.ees shich stocd Ii a row. and the ]one oak,
survivor ircD the other hedge, Irere exanined, photog.apheC and aeasured by
the 9I.iLer in the suxiner of 1992. The t.unks and sotire b.anches had been
daDaged 5y disease and,o. 1i8hta.in3. The lourih tree Eas 1n verT aood
.ondilion. Ii stoo.] io.ly ei8ht feel higl.l and had a eDread of nearly sixty
feet. This is the tr=e uiose .ings tce.e counted, aa:er 1l 'ras fell ed ln
19S3, to establish iis dge 172 yea.s.

Seneath the SrounC on,hich i5e oak stood o. 'rakes' of iron
ore, and seams of .oa], the reascjr ro. lhe nedieval anC later nirin3 on the
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)'loor. $hen th15 tree be8an life in 1820, the AdelPhi ]ronlJork:j, only 30o yards
aEay! !.ere proCucin6 90O tons of cast i.on edch year, and continlred to do so

lor another 25 years. At its closrre, sone of the eorks b'rildin8s ',e.e
turned ioto liorks Fardr

:ln 1a82,the Staveley Codl & I.on ConPany leased the whole of Lhc ninerals
nn'lpr the Sutton Sca.sdale Estate and sank the arkham collieries bet\',een
1843 an.l 1887. Tn 1897 lhe conpany prePared bo build olC Arkwri8ht Tor'm to
house ihe fairilies of ils nj ners. The tree iras a youthful seventy se'en
yea.s al the tide.

gome oi the grdn{l pa.eols of today's ArkMiSht ToBn children nay rerenber
playrnA:n the fietds where the olC oaks stood,acd hdvins'Prelend picnics'
,inCer their b.anches A few xIaT renembe. a surny Saturciay when a sco'e o'
nore I Rarblers' the new keeP-fit novenent of the 1930's economic
depression took a .est unde. the trees. They will ce.talnly renesher hoe'

l,Ir: 'Dickie' Roach, qfto started a road hauia8e business at Arkright
To!,n, kept hens in ihe Fie1d and a 8rn to 5ta.e off lhe foxes.

In iS3B,'"Jheo the fourth oak Lree r.ras approdch;ng early ltiddle-age (118

yia.s) a sna11 Crift n:'e 
"Ias 

sunk opposite ursery Fa.* Du.in8 the 1939-
i5 wdr,the trees escaped.laira8e from the boDbs {hich ?ere droPPed nearby to
the north of the o1d village. In 1947 all ihe coal inines Passed into public
omership, the .oa1 conpanies and dineral owners lre.e conPensated by the ta:{
payers. rit,*ignt Co11ie.y prospe.ed and ,hac a life of rlfty years. Ib
closed i;1 1gaS anC there fo11olreC the neihane scare (niich leC to the
decision to o?e the vi1lage. otheruise the tree uould have survived until
the fe..r deep srines which resalo go back to p.ivate ounership.

Fo.tLna:ely, the 'fourth' tree ,ril1 nct be for8o+"ten. ln 1e92 Brit ish Coal

Opencast at lhe request of the'Back To The Future Group' prodisei to give
a slice taker fron its irlmk io Arkwright School. irhen the slice has been
seasoned, and its srlrface polished,its annular rin8s wiIl be clearly seen
aad Hitl be narked oith the dales oi irnportant loca1 and rationel
event€, such as those aentioned above. 5o,as a 'history book' this 172-year
3ld l.ee will survive to rednd tuture Sene.oLions of A.k$7ri8hi 'hi-1drFn
o: the cofiJnloity's history alld its rural envi.onneDt.

G. Doqns Rose 29. 4.93


