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YALK ROUND DUCKHANTON WoRKs Yith Ron & cladvs Turner (nee
Allen).9 September 1992.Transcribed from a tape recordinq made
bv G.Downs-Rose st the time-

The closure of Arkwright colliery early in 1933,the stopping
of the mine punps and blockirg of the surface drifts,made the
underground ryater .ise and this lorced methane gas to the
surface,threatening the lives of the people yho lived in old
Arkwriaht Town.

Eventually,British Coal Opencast put foryard a scheme to mo?e
the people to & new village across t}re A632 from the old
village. It 'was a condition of the scheme that permission
rrould be granted to opencast some 1,000 hectares of land,worth
f150 million pounds, a.ouod the old village to pay for the
cost. I consequence,all the aemains of the Adelphi Ironwo.ks
and the sites of irofl-worhers cottages would be destr:oyed.

Planning consent vas gigen,sith the proviso that Works
Fa.mhouse the original iron tvorks offiees and a nearby
cottage the 'High House'- would be protected, and reinhabited
afte. opencasting ended.The purpose of the walk was to take a
last look at the remains of Duckmanto works befote
opeocasting work began in July 1993-

The yalk began at the site of works Row in the Ox Pastures,
where the Smiths of Chesterfield (i.onfounder:s) built eight
cottages for enployees when the Adelphi Ironworks yere built
in the 1790's tG make cannon balls during the Napoleonic Wars
frith France. Later,two cottages at the eastern end vere made
into one, to house the vo.ks' joiner. The Roy stood vest of
the ironvorks (See li{ap) and faced open fields and woodland to
the north {hile, immediately south, toweriarg above the Rov,was
the embankment of the loop line built in the early 19OO,s to
link the C.eat Central Rsilway yith the Chesterfield to
Lincoln Rai l'way.

Mrs.Allen aras born ia a cottage nearer to the Ironvorks
offices. She described Forks Rov where het parents, Orandma
and Crandpa Allen noved to yhen she was a child. Her fathe.'sjob as a miner had taken her parents away from Duckmanton
florks for a time.Phen they returned,it ves to live in Works
Ro*. nlhen No.1 (fleste.n end) in the Roy became empty,she and
her parents moved into it. It consisted of 2 bedrooms,a living
room and a kitchen.



Mrs. Allen, in her excellent booklet, My Childhood Days at
Duckmanton forks, describes No.l,qlorks Row and gives a very
full account of its rooms,fur.rishings and the vay of life of
the people t he re.

A track to the iron*orks passed in front of the Row and,on the
other side of it vas a field divided into seven allotme.rts fo.
the cottagers, and a well from which domestic yater had to be
drawn and carried in buckets.

our walk took us under a baidge carrying the loop line to join
it6 northern junction with the Great central liDe,and on to
wards the ironworks site. oo the left,just past the bridge,
stands a large cottage,the only one to have survived the
demolition of the other 15 cottages when they were condemned
after the 1939 45 War.

Probably one of the first to be built for the works, to house
a member of the management,it stands in a laage garden,back
from the trackvay,and was one of three yhich o[ce stood on the
site. It vas krown as 'High l{ouse' and in 1919,at the tirne of
sale of the Sutton Estate,it yas tet to Mi.F.Allen
(Mrs,Allen's grandfather ) , and had 3 bed rooms,a parlour'a
kitchen,scullery and paatry with an earth closet and coal
store out s ide .

To the north of 'High House' stood 'Long House'let,at the time
of the*sale,to Mrs.Allen's maternal grandmothet, Mrs.willis.
It contaiaed two bedrooms,a scullery,a dairy and living room.
It sha.ed a stand pipe yith the tenant of the third cottage.
The 'Long l{ouse' yas so calleal because it was long and rarrow.

Information has come to light recently about the possible
original purpose of this cottage. In the Census of 1841 the
tenant was Mr.Thomas Bennett,aged 2?,a ETocer. He vas the
great,great grandfather of Mr. R.W.Snith of Dorset,snd yas
married with 3 sons. Ile also ellployed a gaocer's appaentice
and a female servant. one ex-local,Urs. Peters, reported that
the cottage had a bakehouse attached. All the structure of the
cottage has been demolished since it was last vacated,except
p&rt of a brick yall yhich runs vest to east on the south
siale of the building's position.This {all's surface has
evidence of having bee,t exposed,at sone tifte,to a ve.y hot
fire.

Nearby,to the east of the 'High' and 'Loog' cotta8es stood a
small,third cottage,'The Slipper'. In 1919 it was let to Miss
Coucher and contai ed tyo rooos aad a lean-to vash house. No
inhabitants were .ecorded there in 1841,and it did not appeBr
on the 1837 Tithe Map of the garish. So its age is not
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knor.n. Hoirever, it rras here that Mrs. Oladys 'Iurner was born at
the time when her maternal and paternal grandpareats lived in
the 'Long House' and 'High House' respectively,and from the
'Slipper' she moved with her parents into No.1 Yo.ks Row-

From Works Row,oua yalk took us to the remains of Wor:ks Faam.
The suryiving buildings there con6ist of what were o.iginally
the ironworks offices and pattern shop- When the Smiths of
Chesterfield were made bankrupt in the 1840's the Arkwrights
of Sutton Hall,orvners of the estate,bega to conveat the use
of the land back to farming. In 1B53,Arka,right enployed Daniel
Cladsin there. In the 1361 census,oladpin is recorded as clerk
in the old wor:ks office and as a farmer with 60 acres of
land. Redundant ironworks buildings the weigh office,pattein
shop and stores- were converted to aceomodate Cladyin's family
and equipped for use as a sav mill and joinery shop.

Luckily, Daniel Cladvin kept a vork diary which survives. A
snall team of joiners,vheelwrights and a blacksnith were
nanufacturing carts foa the use of tenant farmers and brick
and wood'work for thei, farm buildings.one legacy yas the
orchard of thirty trees which Cladvin planted between the
farrt and where the loop line for the .ailvay was later built.
Each tree was taken f.om a cutting begged by Glaalyin from his
friends,and during our f,,alk we took a last look at the orcha.d
before it 'sas erased shen the farD buildings were taken over
as office and plant store by the opencasters.

Another survival we sow was the brick Iined reserrioit ivhich
stood ac.oss the track from the Say Mill cottages. It hed
seryed to provide water to supply a stean engine *hich posered
the says,lathes and other powered tools for: A.kvr:ight's
joiners. The watea for the aeservoir was brought by pipe line
from an olal mine shaft on higher ground in the Ox Pastures to
the west of works Row.

The old chimney which had served the steam engine had long
gone,but aemained in our nenories. The yriter remembers the
chimney frorn a yisit as a boy yith his father yho explained to
him that the upper floor above the old psttern shop- then used
to store faam equipment- sas used by the local bobby, Salt, to
encourage younger miner6 to learn physical exercises in it.
The old reservoir,like the orchard,was destroyed by the
opencast vork.

The Smiths had made bricks,usiDg clay from part of the site
irhich lay imrnediately .o.th of the works Farm buildinBs.
Brick-haking,for estate purposes,was resuned when the
Arkvrights took ove.,and they built a new brick kiln in lirarch
1354 just across the road from the farm. We remembereal it as a
grassy mound with steep sides to slide down.The ruins of the
collapsed brick kiln disappeared yhen opencasting began.



The brickyard,which had s tood
long disappeared. clhen it fel
from *ihich the clay had been
t ipped domestic refuse ilrto
northe.n edge of the brickya.d

to the north of the kiln,had
I into disuse it,and the holes
excavated, the District Council

it. TYo cottages built oll the
for ironworkers had long gone-

From our vantage point near the farmhouse we stopped to
exchange memories and accouots of the faam and the ironworks
and its associated featuaes. In the 1919 estate sale,the farm
and th.ee cottages had been bought by the Spooners who were
follolded by the Mosleys,then the Frys. North-east of the
farm,beyond the edge of the ironworks site once stood tEo
cottages, in Fhich Mrs.Turner's father had been born.

His father,as a single man,had founal e'lployr,ient in th€
ironvorks, and her fathel became a mi.rer and helped to sink
the Do well coal mine for staveley Coal & Iron co.,the firm
which weltt on to sink a complex of coal nines- Ireland,and
Markhaft's 3 collieries in the late 19th century. All these
collieries renlained open until the late 1980's,early 1990's,
and sere *'oiked by miners housed in the villages of Arkw.ight,
Duckftanton, Poo I sbrook and the cottages at Duckmanton works-

The track which Re had fotlowed from works Rov to the farm,vas
the main route from the A632,Chesterfield to Bolsover,road and
began at Dockmanton Lodge,built for the smiths family,near the
boundary of the Duckmanton alrd Calo{ parishes.Knoir.n as works
Lane,en route,it passed betyeen tvo cottages at Ox Fastute
Gate,seven at works Rov,the Saw Pits cottages aod Wo.ks Fa.m.

continuing eastwards beyond the farm, it passed through big
gates lear the site of two mine shafts,sunk to the waterloo
coal seam, yhich latterly pumped wate. to the washer:y plant at
Markham collieries. Beyond the gate,and over a stile, a field
path took a direct I ine toirards the Cenotaph at Botton
Ducknanton,vhile the end of the lane- known once as 'gaterloo
Lane' after the mine shafts sunk in 1315,snd named after tbat
battle- came out nearby on the road to Staveley. But we
Ivalked back to the cars,still talking and reDiniscing.

On the horizon to our right,looking northwards, stands Bo$er
trood. Seams of coal and iron once outctopped under ail this
laad- Very shallow ironstone 'bell' pits car be seen amid the
trees and scrub of Bower Wood- They yere shafts sunk about
twenty feet deep into the seams. The seams rrere dug out for a
few yards a.ood the bottom of the shafts,until handling the
ore became laborious and sufface water a nuisance,then a new
shaft vould be sunk a few yards apay.

This method of iron-working dates the site to befo.e the use
of steam engines msde pumping and windinE easier in the l&te



eighteenth century. After use,the bell pits vere fenced-off
to prevent cattle being injured. 'Ihey gradually became
overgro'wn by scrub and,later,trees alrd blackberry bushes.

By the tifte of the 1871 Census the vood fron the trees 
"iiasproYiding part time employnent for John Bower,an ex-estates

ca.ter,and the plantation took his name. Bover lived in the
srnal I croft which lay at the junct ion of the cart track
yhich runs from Bover Wood to the Staveley road, at Inkeisall.
Boyer sold coppiced wood for fencing to local estate farmeis,

As we returned to the cars,our discussions continued.

we remembered a Mr. Bagguley Fho later used to lire in the
cottage where Mr.Bower had once lived. Mr.Bagguley used to
bring the fish round on a Fliday,and he used the safte lorry to
empty the ashpits at Arkwright TovIr. It yas a flat-bottomed
1orry, and once it b.oke down on the main road leaving
Arkyright and was stuck there for days.The rotting fish on it
stunk like anything- IIe used to year those knee-length
b.eeches.Bagguley's daughter ma.ried Joe Fotheri.rghan,son of
the Mrs. Fotheringham who lived at Say Pits Cottages.

There vas the barm-man who ceme round with yeast for making
bread,and the hardware man and the gree[ grocer.Folk depe ded
a good deal on door-to-door delivery services.

The main source of foodstuffs and other goods vas caloy Co op
shop. Jack Penney used to yisit each home from the Co op for
*eekly orders. On l,{onday mo.nings,from the Calow store he
1{ould go down Dark Lane,Caloy, .ound Calow Greeo,Sutton Spring
vood, back to top of Bole Hill and ther down the lane to the
works,on to Bottom Duckfiant on, yhe re he called at houses oear
the cenotaph: the blacksnith's, Clobe's,etc-.

Mr.Turner started aroik at Calov Co-op in 1940,taking Jack
Penney's place vhen he vent into the fotces,doing the .ounds
of the surrounding villages. He moved to Calos Co op fiom the
Yest Bars' branch- George Yaadle from Arkwright w8s also
employed at Caloy. When Ceorge left for the forces,Mr.Turner
becahe assistant to the Co-op manager, Mr: He.berts- " We used
to go by the times of the buses in those days. There was olre
at ten mi.utes to six in the evening,and that vas the cu€ for
the shop shutters to come doEn. One day, Mrs. Parkea,who lired
in Latrn Villas conplained to llerberts about it. "Do you know
jrou ar:e closing too early?",she yould tell him.

ilr.& i{rs Turner's stories of their experiences, and of non
Igorks folk, gave me new glimpses of the wider,inter-locking
vorld thai lay around old Arkvright Town, of which I had been
only dimly arare in those now distant days.



Relationships betveen aeighbours and trades-peop
less close and less intei dependent these days,
Ehich 'global markets', on line shopping yia the
tclephone, are ot Iikely to reverse.

le seem far


